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Within a few years of its first issue in 1951, Jet, a pocket-size magazine, became the "bible" for
news of the civil rights movement. It was said, only half-jokingly, "If it wasn't in Jet, it didn't
happen." Writing for the magazine and its glossy, big sister Ebony, for fifty-three years, longer
than any other journalist, Washington bureau chief Simeon Booker was on the front lines of
virtually every major event of the revolution that transformed America.Rather than tracking the
freedom struggle from the usually cited ignition points, Shocking the Conscience begins with a
massive voting rights rally in the Mississippi Delta town of Mound Bayou in 1955. It's the first rally
since the Supreme Court's Brown decision struck fear in the hearts of segregationists across the
former Confederacy. It was also Booker's first assignment in the Deep South, and before the
next run of the weekly magazine, the killings would begin.Booker vowed that lynchings would no
longer be ignored beyond the black press. Jet was reaching into households across America,
and he was determined to cover the next murder like none before. He had only a few weeks to
wait. A small item on the AP wire reported that a Chicago boy vacationing in Mississippi was
missing. Booker was on it, and stayed on it, through one of the most infamous murder trials in
U.S. history. His coverage of Emmett Till's death lit a fire that would galvanize the movement,
while a succession of U.S. presidents wished it would go away.This is the story of the century
that changed everything about journalism, politics, and more in America, as only Simeon
Booker, the dean of the black press, could tell it.

"...a history of Booker's 65-year journalism career, which explains how blacks went from being
completely ignored in the mainstream press to being the focus of heavy coverage of the civil
rights movement, and the role of Booker's civil rights reporting in Jet magazine."Booker, a
humble man with thick glasses, covered many major events during his long career, including
many epochal civil rights moments, including the desegregation of Little Rock's Central High
School, and the administrations of 10 presidents."'As one of the nation's leading black writers,
he never seemed terribly impressed with the important role he was playing in journalistic history,'
says Moses Newson, who worked as a reporter for the Afro-American newspapers and covered
many of the same events."---Amber Larkins, American Journalism Review"For three decades--
from the dark days following the murder of Emmett Till in 1955 to the battles over busing and
affirmative action in the 1970s--Simeon Booker was on the scene as a reporter, covering and
commenting on the civil rights movement that transformed a nation. Now Booker has written a
searing and eye-opening memoir that takes us back to that epochal time of struggle and
sacrifice, when he and other brave journalists risked everything to record the death rattle of Jim
Crow. Reading his eloquent words reveals the very soul of the struggle."--Raymond Arsenault,
the John Hope Franklin Professor of Southern History at the University of South Florida, St.



Petersburg, and author of Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice"Shocking
the Conscience is an indispensable and overdue book that fills an important gap in the history of
the coverage of race in America. As the Washington bureau chief for Jet and Ebony during five
decades, Simeon Booker knew everyone who mattered, went everywhere that news occurred,
and covered every major story in the struggle for racial equality. As a journalist, Booker had a
front-row seat to the full sweep of the history of civil rights. Now, his insider's eyewitness account
adds a crucial perspective to the history of American journalism. Picking up where The Race
Beat left off, Booker shows us the challenges of covering race in America from the vantage point
of the most important African American news media of the day. Shocking the Conscience will be
required reading for anyone who wants a full understanding of this transformation in our nation's
history."--Christopher B. Daly, associate professor of journalism at Boston University and author
of Covering America: A Narrative History of a Nation's Journalism"Simeon Booker lived and
breathed civil rights and politics. As Jet magazine's Washington bureau chief, Booker, as he was
affectionately known, covered every major political event affecting African Americans. He told
our stories to our readers but in his own way--with honesty and humility."--Linda Johnson Rice,
chairman, Johnson Publishing Company"Shocking the Conscience tells a story that needs to be
told about the courage and determination of a black journalist during the civil rights era. Because
of the relationship that developed with the family, Booker's coverage of the murder of Emmett Till
in particular provides unique insights. Journalists, we often say, write the first draft of history;
Booker's story behind the story holds up well."--Jacqueline Thomas, former Washington bureau
chief of the Detroit News"One of our nation's greatest journalists, Simeon Booker's legacy is that
of trailblazing reporter, radio commentator, author, and most of all, selfless and courageous
advocate and defender of his people. I congratulate my dear friend, Simeon Booker, a
preacher's son born in Baltimore, for another milestone in his career. In the pantheon of
American journalism, he stands in the first tier."--Congressman Charles Rangel"Simeon Booker,
renowned journalist, tells a riveting firsthand account of the civil rights movement. He vividly
recounts the perils and violence he witnessed as civil rights leaders and organizers fought for
the right of African Americans to vote, and brings back to life the giants of the civil rights era. In
the wake of renewed voter suppression efforts, and the continued fight for equality, Shocking the
Conscience reminds us of how far we have come, and how far we have yet to go. This book is a
must-read for our newest generation of leaders."--Congresswoman Barbara Lee"Simeon Booker
deserves enormous and emphatic accolades for his outstanding insights and his courageous
involvement in the American civil rights crusade. His vivid portrayals and inspiring portraits
absolutely capture those times and clearly point us in the direction of these times that still
beckon freedom fighters."--Congressman Bobby L. Rush"Starting with his fascinating, inside
account of the Emmett Till drama, Simeon Booker's Shocking The Conscience not only spans
the civil rights movement, it serves as a testament to his role as a pioneer breaking color barriers
in his own profession." -- Curtis Wilkie, author of The Fall of the House of Zeus"I have not read a
book on the history of the African American which I find more informative and enlightening than



Simeon Booker's Shocking the Conscience. It is brilliantly written and will certainly become one
of the valuable works in American history."--George W. Haley, former U.S. Ambassador to The
Gambia, West Africa--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Book
DescriptionSimeon Booker has immersed himself in a history that many researchers have
missed; he keeps opening up doors that other historians seem to have walked past. If history is a
tapestry of stories, then the bright new thread running through accepted civil rights history and
giving it new dimension is Simeon Booker's fresh narrative. -- Hank Klibanoff, coauthor, Pulitzer
Prize-winner, The Race Beat --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From the
Inside FlapAn unforgettable chronicle by the first full-time African American reporter for the
Washington Post, and Jet magazine's White House correspondent for a half-century --This text
refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From the Back CoverAn unforgettable chronicle by
the first full-time African American reporter for the Washington Post, and Jet magazine's White
House correspondent for a half-century --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition
edition.About the AuthorSimeon Booker, Washington, D.C., is an award-winning journalist. He
was the first black staff reporter for the Washington Post and served as Jet's Washington bureau
chief for fifty-one years, retiring in 2007 at the age of eighty-eight. --This text refers to an
alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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AJG, “Required Reading. Nowhere else have I found a more inclusive memoir on the civil rights
movement than Mr. Booker's first hand account. From the humid bayous of Mississippi to the
brisk streets of Chicago and from the White House to Vietnam, the Bookers recount it all.
Teachers take note. This should be required reading for every student in America. Prospective
and current journalists take note. Mr. and Mrs. Booker have shed a nuanced light on the fated
clashes that formed the country in which we live today and on the courageous people who lived
and died to make a dream come true. What's more, Mr. Booker humbly shows through action
that he was one of those brave individuals who risked life and career to see that the public was
informed of the injustices committed against its own citizens, thus becoming integral to the
movement himself.”

Liberia Forester, “Shocking the Conscience by Simeon Booker. This book was a journey back
through memory lane. Those times and events which shape my early childhood and prepared
my generation for the path which formed and informed our view of the world which waited for our
change to shape history was greatly defined in each thought provoking pages of this greatly
written chronicle of a people's struggle to just be free. Thank you Mr. Booker”

Paula Kulmann, “Thought Provoking. I learned more about the Civil Rights Movement from this
inspired chronicle than was ever taught in school. It should, at least in part, be required reading
at the middle school level. Oh...and tissues required!”

Gerard B. MCCABE, “Awakening a Conscience. A very gripping narrative I read until my eyes
blurred. I didn't want to stop reading; after a night's restI finished reading. A week later back to
it again reading certain portions for a second time. How could Americans be so cruel, insanely
barbaric as in the Emmet Till case. I hope I never read or hear about anything like this ever
again. Yet, unless we change, I know I will.Unjustified, unreasonable hatred has no place in a
free society. Reading this book will bring this to your mind and you will work to help our country
change.  This book touched my soul, and it will touch yours as well. I can't say anymore.”

Richard Rivale, “The chapter on emmet till is especially good and the role southern blacks and
the intellectual black .... Must read. The issues alive then are still with us as are many of the
prevailing attitudes; only less in degree. It is essential to understands this past to understand
how to fairly resolve racial and economic disparities. The chapter on emmet till is especially
good and the role southern blacks and the intellectual black elite had then.”

Tania B. Jackson, “Must read. Simeon Booker is an unsung pioneer. If you want to know what
happened, how it happened, why it happened... this is a book for you. The book provides
invaluable analysis and insight into the modern Civil Rights era; this kind of reportage is sorely



lacking into today's landscape. This voice is invaluable.  Must read.”

willie c. watkins jr., “Five Stars. Great book!!!”

CD, “Excellent book. Recommended read by any/everyone. Excellent book. Recommended
read by any/everyone.”

The book by Simeon Booker has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 37 people have provided feedback.
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